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FYI.

Margot

PerezSullivan, Margot [PerezSullivan.Margot@epa.gov]

2/28/2019 9:45:27 PM

Strauss, Alexis [Strauss.Alexis@epa.gov]; Glenn, William [Glenn.William@epa.gov]; Zito, Kelly
[ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV]; Quast, Sylvia [Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov]; Ebbert, Laura [Ebbert.Laura@epa.gov]

Fwd: Chair Grijalva, Rep. Kirkpatrick Signal Serious Concern That Army Corps of Engineers is About to Issue Widely

Opposed Mining Permit in South Arizona

Perez-Sullivan

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
D: 415947 41459

Co41h432 1315

E: pnerez

sullivan.margot@ena.sov

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Davis, Tony" <TDavis@turson.cons

Date: February 28, 2019 at 1:21:25 PM PST

To: "peressullivanmargot@epagov” <perezsullivanimargot@epapgov>

Subject: FW: Chair Grijalva, Rep. Kirkpatrick Signal Serious Concern That Army Corps of Engineers is
About to Issue Widely Opposed Mining Permit in South Arizona

Margot,

Reps. Grijalva and Kirkpatrick issued this press release today saying that the Army Corps has
apparently told them that their issuance of a Rosemont Mine 404 permit is imminent. This raises
some questions I’d like to put to EPA:

1)According to EPA’s dispute resolution process, as outlined in the link below, the Corps must
notify

EPA’s Regional Administrator in the relevant region of its intent to issue a permit at least 5 days
before it does issue the permit. Question: Has the Corps provided Region 9 that notice yet? If so,
on what date did EPA get that notice?

2)If EPA has received such a notice, I request a copy. I'd like to get one without having to go
through FOIA if possible because of the immediacy of this issue and because a notice of a
pending decision can’t be withheld as predecisional.

3)If EPA has received such a notice, the agency has 15 days to decide whether to elevate the
issue to Headquarters for EPA HQ to seek a formal review of the permit decision by the
Department of the Army. Has EPA decided whether to seek such a formal elevation of this case?
If not, on what date is that decision legally due under your formal processes and regulations?

Below is the link outlining EPA’s formal review process for Corps permits:
hitnswww epa.sov/sites/production/files/2016-03/documents/404g  {acishest pdl

Thank you very much,

Tony Davis



Environmental reporter
Arizona Daily Star
520-806-7746 o
520-349-0350 ¢

From: Sarvana, Adam <Adam Sarvana@mail house gov>

Sent: Thursday, February 28, 2019 10:37 AM

Subject: Chair Grijalva, Rep. Kirkpatrick Signal Serious Concern That Army Corps of
Engineers i1s About to Issue Widely Opposed Mining Permit in South Arizona

L M. GRIJALVA

February 28, 2019

Media Contact: Adam Sarvana
(202) 225-6065 or (202) 578-6626 mobile

Chair Grijalva, Rep. Kirkpatrick Signal Serious
Concern That Army Corps of Engineers is About to
Issue Widely Opposed Mining Permit in South
Arizona

Washington, D.C. — Chair Ratl M. Grijalva (D-Ariz.) and Rep. Ann Kirkpatrick (D-Ariz.) today
released the following statement on the pending Army Corps of Engineers permit for the Rosemont
Mine, which is awaiting federal clearance to operate in Kirkpatrick’s district in Southern Arizona.
Both lawmakers just concluded a briefing with the Army Corps, which is set to issue the last
remaining permit for the mine.

“We requested today’s meeting to ask for additional information on why the Corps will issue this
permit and assess whether Corps officials have fully considered the environmental damage this
project will cause. We both believe critical questions remain unanswered, including whether there
has been adequate review under the National Environmental Policy Act. After this morning’s
conversation, we are concerned that this permit could be issued imminently without full
consideration of the facts. We’re going to pursue every avenue to ensure Rosemont is handled
transparently, and we will be conducting additional oversight of this project.”

Grijalva and Kirkpatrick called the meeting in part to discuss Rosemont project documents the
Committee recently obtained.

Tailings from the Rosemont operation will be dumped on Coronado National Forest land and are
expected to damage Cienega Creek, home to the federally endangered Chiricahua leopard frog,
among other sensitive species.
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